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German Socialism and Ferdinand Lassalle : A Biographical 
History of German Socialistic Movements during this Century. By 
William Harbutt Dawson. London, Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 
1888. — i2mo, 292 pp. 

As the title of this work indicates, its author, who seems to incline to 
a mild form of state socialism, has attempted, in a series of biographical 
sketches, to give the history of the socialistic movement in Germany 
from its appearance at the revolution of 1848 to the present, its "era 
of repression." In his first chapter (which is really the introduction, 
rather than pages 1-13), Mr. Dawson sketches in a vigorous manner 
the historical basis of socialism, its source in the unequal condition 
of the laboring class in Germany under the rule of the bourgeoisie, 
and its hopeless estrangement from the government — even from a pro- 
spective government by the Liberals. Before reaching what are proba- 
bly the most valuable pages of his work, his discussion of the three best- 
known names in the socialistic movement, the names of Rodbertus, 
Marx, and Lassalle, Mr. Dawson treats of "early communistic and 
socialistic theories," according to his biographical method, in brief 
essays on Von Thunen, Prof. Winkelblech (Karl Mario), the fanatic 
Weitling, and the two contemporaries of Marx, Karl Griin and Engels. 

In his account of Rodbertus, of Marx, and of the chief person in his 
book, Ferdinand Lassalle, the author has gone more into detail. The 
pages on Rodbertus, whose aversion to the socialisme violent of Lassalle 
preserved him from an active part in the political agitations at the begin- 
nings of socialism in Germany, are of a complete and gratifying char- 
acter. The study of Marx is characterized by an equal candor ; but 
Das Kapital, as is not to be wondered at, made the difficulties here 
much greater. The author, moreover, as one is constrained to fear, 
has attempted both Marx and Lassalle without taking Hegel sufficiently 
into the account ; and without Hegel the presentation of socialism from 
an historical or critical point of view can hardly be a successful one in 
the highest sense. On Lassalle, the romantic figure in the history of 
socialism, Mr. Dawson has done his most exhaustive work; and from 
his evident acquaintance with the facts in Lassalle's life, the hope was 
excited that we should have a Lassalle, if not so wholly different from 
the one of de Laveleye, of Ely, of Rae and even of Mehring, yet a more 
definitive Lassalle, more nearly the Lassalle of history, than we have yet 
had up to this moment. But it amounts almost to a disillusion when 
Mr. Dawson puts into the foreground, as his chief authority, George 
Brandes's uncritical eulogy. Brandes, like Heine, is inclined to see, in 
Lassalle's egotism and rebellion universal, the equipment of a "Messiah" 
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for the nineteenth century. After this, one is not surprised to find 
Lassalle — who by the two more dignified historians of socialism, Franz 
Mehring and de Laveleye, is given merely the r&le of an eloquent agi- 
tator, the interpreter of Marx — figuring in Mr. Dawson's book as the 
greatest of the socialists. Mr. Dawson's Lassalle is uncritical and dram- 
aturgic : not far removed from the "Messiah " of Heine and Rudolf Meyer 
and from the hero of the Countess Hatzfeldt and Helena von Racowitza. 

In many instances Mr. Dawson has not claimed too much for Las- 
salle. With respect to his eloquence at any rate, this could scarcely be 
done ; for although the character of his audiences as well as that of his 
subject put beyond his reach the dignity and the higher earnestness of 
the greater orators, Lassalle as an orator stands almost alone in Ger- 
many. Since Tauler and Luther there has been no more genuine elo- 
quence heard there ; and in Lassalle's " stump-speeches " — for they 
were chiefly that — one may find, in spite of a mass of misrepresentation 
and often of vulgarity, passages of a grand and pathetic character truly 
phenomenal in heated harangues before audiences of laboring men. 
And one can also call Lassalle much more than orator: it was not 
entirely a vain boast, when he declared that he had at his command the 
whole culture of his age. His erudition was great, and, as his Heraclitus 
and his System of Vested Rights show, he could make use of it. To all 
this we must add his attractive personality, his " magnetism " ; he was 
precocious, the Wunderkind of Boeckh ; he was unusually handsome, 
and in the conduct of his life he had the boldness and the address of 
a Beaumarchais or of a Disraeli — of the best of those attractive Bohe- 
mians in history to whom the world has been a field for personal adven- 
ture.- We may grant all this, and may be willing to extenuate even more 
than Mr. Dawson does the disastrous affair with Madame von Racowitza 
and Lassalle's offences in general against the proprieties of his day, and 
may yet revolt from accepting Lassalle either as a great leader or as a 
great man. We dare not use these words so freely. Lassalle's corrod- 
ing and unremitting vanity, which could not lay claim even to naivete, 
his distrust of his own movement, the consciousness that he was plying 
in part a " metier de dupe" and finally his desertion of his cause in its 
most desperate moment for his fatal love affair, are not messianic traits ; 
they are traits which are lacking in the terrible earnestness of the coarser 
Karl Marx. If socialism is to have a chief of the apostles, it should be 
Marx. 

But however much we may differ with Mr. Dawson as to Lassalle's 
real place, we must testify to the honest and thorough manner in which 
he has put before us the facts of Lassalle's life. He has given us in his 
intentionally uncritical method a chronicle rather than a history ; but he 
has gone too directly to the sources for his matter not to insure the 
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importance of his book. It is the product of an honest and philan- 
thropic mind, and will probably take precedence both of Rae and Ely, 
as a contemporary's account of a social movement which must more 
nearly spend itself before its history can be written. 

Lewis J. Huff. 

The Stability of Prices. By Simon N. Patten, Ph.D. Publi- 
cations of the American Economic Association. Vol. Ill, No. 6. 
Baltimore, 1*89. — 8vo, 64 pp. 

In his Premises of Political Economy Professor Patten re-examined 
some of the cardinal theorems of economics from an original point of 
view and showed the necessity of making important corrections in many 
of the accepted doctrines, and especially in the Ricardian doctrine of 
rent. In the present monograph he greatly improves his account of rent 
and applies it to an explanation of the characteristically modern phe- 
nomena of great and frequent changes in the prices of commodities. 
The simple Ricardian theory of rent fully accords with fact only when 
land is devoted to a single use, as the growth of wheat. When people 
begin to vary their diet and the uses of land are multiplied, the economic 
gradation of agricultural lands disappears. The piece that was poorest 
for wheat may be best for corn ; there is no longer a margin of no-rent 
land ; so, although produce increases, there is no longer a natural con- 
dition determining its distribution. The secure income of each of the 
three factors of production, labor, capital and land, is the minimum sum 
that will just keep it in productive activity in undiminished quantity. 
The total produce greatly exceeds this minimum. The surplus would 
go to the landlords, if Ricardian conditions prevailed ; but, as good land 
is no longer economically protected by poor land, surplus income has 
no certain distribution and becomes the means of first disturbing and 
then altogether destroying the old stability of prices. In the first effort 
to restore stability, surplus income is wasted in efforts to attract the 
attention of buyers through agents and advertising instead of by price 
cutting. A second attempt is the trust. A third will be made, as 
Professor Patten thinks, when the public takes the surplus in taxes to 
be devoted, through educational and other agencies, to raising the 
standard of living, which determines the minimum wages of labor. 
Before arriving at this point, Professor Patten prepares the way for such 
a plan of taxation by offering a general law of distribution, as follows : 

Of the factors necessary for production, that factor which tends to increase 
at the slowest rate, will reduce the shares of the other factors to their lowest 
possible limits, will have the benefit of all improvements and must bear all 
permanent burdens. 



